
Scaling out sweetpotato and potato-led
interventions to improve nutrition and food

security in Tigray and SNNPR, Ethiopia



Background

0

50

100

150

200

250

300
19

84
19

86
19

88
19

90
19

92
19

94
19

96
19

98
20

00
20

02
20

04
20

06
20

08
20

10
20

12Pe
r c

ap
ita

 C
er

al
s 

pr
od

uc
tio

n
(k

g/
yr

/h
ea

d)
Fig 1: Trends of per capita cereals production
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consumption of vitamin A Rich foods



• Efforts to address high food insecurity and malnutrition
through a grain-led approach only (cereals are the
predominant staple throughout the country) have not able
to keep-up with population increase.

• Population pressure, climate change, malnutrition
• This indicates need new approaches are needed, including

breaking the “grain mentality” by including production and
consumption of less-labor intensive nutrient rich root and
tuber crops such as potato and OFSP that can be accessible

and affordable by poor people.



Project goal, objective and locations

• Project Goal:
• Contribute to improved nutrition and food security in

vulnerable households with young children in Tigray and
SNNPR through increased production and consumption of
micronutrient-rich sweetpotato and potato varieties as part
of diversified diets



Project objectives

• Objective 1. Expanded smallholder production of nutritious
sweetpotato and potato varieties

• Objective 2: Increased consumption of OFSP and potato as
part of more nutritious diets

• Objective 3: Improved and diversified market access for OFSP
and nutritious potato

• Objective 4: increased institutional and policy support for
nutrition-focused agriculture



Project Locations



Project partners

• Implementing partners:
• Tigray: BoA, BoH, BoE, TARI, Mums for Mums, Women

Association of Tigray, Univ of Mekelle, World Food
Programme

• SNNPR: BoA, BoH, SARI, Egna Leegna, Goal, Univ of
Hawassa, Wolayta Sodo University

• Univ of Wisconsin



• In 2015, more than 5.2 million OFSP cuttings distributed,
reaching more than 9,287 HH

• Area covered by OFSP is increasing from year to year.

What have we achieved so far



• 5 million vines  per year

• 15 decentralised vine multiplier five woredas

• Supply of OFSP vines increased through:
Women to women extension or women

development group
School gardens,
 FTCs and
Model farmers



Ongoing Operational research

 Pilot cultivation of OFSP, potato and other nutritious crops in
kitchen gardens, and assess viability for scaling-out

 Inter cropping with cereals to reduce hunger months

 Refining cost effective small scale irrigation for off season root
and vine production

 Validation of cost effectiveness of on-farm vine conservation
using the triple ‘S’ (sand, storage, and sprouting) technology in
30 farmer plots

 Conducted on-farm trials introducing net tunnels in 22 pilot
farmer fields in both regions.

 Product development



Institutional capacity building



Strengthening DVM -Basic seed
multipliers

Established and strengthened the capacity of72 decentralised vine multiplier (DVM



Capacity Building



Demand creation promotion
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OF
OFSP popularisation street campaigns



OFSP school garden and Feeding



• Strengthen  vine dissemination through women to women network
and school children



Market support



Processing



Product development

Product development



Constraints in the OFSP chain

• Inadequate access to timely and sufficient quantities of
quality planting materials (vines)

• Long dry season – vine conservation

• Small scale scattered producers

• High seasonality of supply & uneven quality of roots



Thank you !!


