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FIELD DAY REPORT
Umbelúzi, Boane District, Maputo Province

By: Maria Isabel Andrade and Abdul Naico
A field day took place in Umbelúzi (Walate field) in the district of Boane on the 9 of June of 2011 to inform the public of Maputo and Matola cities on the new released OFSP varieties and the food security/nutritional benefits that these can bring to their families by planting them in their backyards and/or conventional plots. 
This is the first field day jointly organized by IIAM (Mozambique National Agrarian Research Institute), CIP (International Potato Center) and the Governments and Municipalities of Maputo and Matola Cities. 
Antecedents
Prior to this field day IIAM/CIP and the Governments and Municipalities of Maputo and Matola Cities agreed to disseminate the characteristics of the new released 15 varieties of orange fleshed sweetpotato (OFSP) to the people of these two towns to sensitize them to plant these new varieties in their backyards to reduce food insecurity and malnutrition around the cities.  
Therefore, the main objective of this field day was to introduce the new 15 pre-released OFSP varieties to the public of Maputo and Matola Cities, and to train the potential farmers and extension agents interested in multiplying these vines in their fields/backyards.

In fact, the field day was conceived by the stakeholders to make sure that the public,   sweetpotato consumers/producers in particular, will see the new varieties and the sweetpotato products before embarking on production in their plots.

The agenda of the field day is summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Agenda of the Field Day in Umbelúzi, Boane District on June 9, 2011

	Time
	Activity
	Responsible

	8:00
	Gathering of the participants at the Umbeluzi Research Station
	IIAM/CIP/Directorate of Agriculture of Maputo City

	8.30
	Arrival of the Governor of Maputo City
	Protocol

	8.40
	1st speech of the day 
	Administrator of Boane

	8.45
	2nd speech of the day
	Director of IIAM

	8.55
	3rd speech of the day
	Governor of Maputo City

	9.00
	4th speech of the day
	CIP Country Representative 

	9.05
	Guided Field Visit
	CIP team

	10.05
	Distribution of the vines to the participants
	CIP team

	11.05
	Test the boiled roots and other products (bread, juice, jam, and fried crackers)
	CIP team

	12.30
	Training on the de-centralized vine multiplication
	CIP team

	13.30
	Final considerations, end of the program
	Stakeholders


The participants and press coverage of the day

The day started with the arrival of the Governor of Maputo city and most of the participants to Walate field where the multiplication field of the 15 new varieties is located. More than 100 participants attended this event, among them members of farmers associations, single farmers, extension agents from Maputo city and Matola, technology transfer agents of IIAM and the Ministry of Agriculture, the government representatives of agriculture services of Maputo and Boane, directorate of health services of Maputo City, directorate of education of Maputo City, directorate of woman and social services of Maputo City, USAID, FAO, NGOs, and private sector. For more details on the participants, please see the list of the registered attendees (Table 3).
The press coverage of the event: 
1. Television of Mozambique (TVM)
2. Miramar TV

3. Radio Moçambique (RM)
4. Portuguese Radio Diffusion for Africa (RDP Africa)

5. Noticias Newspaper

6. Savana Newspaper

7. Diário de Moçambique Magazine (reporter and photographer)

8. France press agency photographer

9. IIAM communications department (report and photographer)

The speeches of the day

Right after the arrival of the participants to Walate field, the chairperson of the event, Mrs. Regina Guezela from the Directorate of Agriculture of Maputo City presented the agenda of the day as aforementioned in Table 1. This moment was followed by the welcoming speech given by the representative of the administrator of Boane district, Mrs. Carla Honwana. 
The second intervention of the day was given by the Director of IIAM, Dr. Calisto Bias, who on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture addressed the welcome to all participants and reminded them that special attention of the government of Mozambique is given to sweetpotato as one of the crops to mitigate food and nutritional deficiencies in the country. The director also reminded the participants the need of each one to establish this crop in their fields, either in the backyard or conventional production plot, as being a crop easy to grow and to solve food insecurity and malnutrition. Dr Calisto Bias ended his intervention by assuring the participants that IIAM/CIP is committed to provide both high quality planting materials and agro-processing and conservation related technologies to all stakeholders.
The third speech was from the Governor of Maputo City, who started her deliberation by informing the participants that they came to Walate because of a noble cause, which is the chance to testify the availability of improved sweetpotato planting material that can be used to establish small plots in the backyards and conventional farms around Maputo city and outskirts. She reminded the importance of the crop not only for food security, but as well as a crop with immensurable nutritional value. She ended her speech by thanking the Ministry of Agriculture who chose the people of Maputo and Matola cities as pioneer of the organized production of OFSP in the backyards.
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Fig. 1: The Governor of Maputo City speaking to the participants of the field day

The last intervention was given by Maria Andrade, the representative of CIP in Mozambique, who firstly welcomed all the participants and expressed her appreciation for them to come for the field day. The emphasis on her intervention was on the need to the people of Maputo and Mozambique in general to take advantage of the availability of the new varieties to start to integrate OFSP in their food habits, as the consumption of small amount roots and leaves can make huge difference in the health status of the people.
The field visit

After this speech, the participants were invited to tour the multiplication fields to observe the new varieties. As the group was considerable, they were divided in three, the first group guided by Maria Andrade (Fig. 2), the second by José Ricardo, and the third by Abdul Naico. 
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Fig. 2. Maria Andrade with one of the three groups during the field tour
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In general, most of the questions from the participants were in relation to the criteria of selection, the performance of each of the 15 varieties regarding to the 
storage root yield, tolerance to pest, diseases, drought conditions, dry matter content, and obviously the taste of the roots and leaves. All questions were carefully answered by the members of CIP/IIAM team, and as result of the explanation of the attributes of each variety, most of the participants started themselves to collect their sweetpotato planting material to take home (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. One of the participants with vines collected from five varieties during the field visit
Immediately after the field visit, the participants were invited to follow the demonstration on how to plant sweetpotato. Fig. 4 shows the moments when the participants were involved in the mini-training, including the governor. 
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Fig. 4. Demonstrations on how to plant sweetpotato
The agro-processing related activities
The next step of the field day was dedicated to the agro-processing related activities. This section was opened by the Governor (Fig. 5), who previously received the explanation about the potential and importance of the processed products displayed in the tables.
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Fig. 5. The Governor during the opening moment on the agro-processing activities
Apart from the usual presence of sweetpotato juice and fried products, 3 tables were prepared with more than 1,000 golden bread to be tested with the sweetpotato jam. The occasion was also used as ideal moment for the participants to test the boiled storage roots (Fig. 6) of the varieties Jane, Sumaia, Lourdes, Bela, Erica, Tio Joe, and Irene, commonly considered as the deepest orange in the group of 15 new varieties. According to the participants, all varieties scored well, however, the varieties Jane and Sumaia were considered as the best among the tested ones.  Also recipes books were sold to stakeholders. 
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Fig. 6. Part of the participants of the field day testing the new varieties
Introduction to the de-centralized vine multiplication program (DVM)
The introduction and explanation of the de-centralized vine multiplication program was done by Maria Andrade. The objective of this section was to take advantage of the presence of the farmers and the considerable group of extension agents to clarify the mechanisms behind the process of de-centralized vine multiplication, and at same time, train those interested to be part of the program to multiply sweetpotato planting material as de-centralized vine multipliers (DVM).
Immediately after the clarification of the criteria on how to become a successful DVM, such as willing to multiply planting material to distribute to at least other 100 farmers around, have plot with access to water, take care of the field up to the vine harvesting time, and after mentioning the financial benefits associated to the farmers who embark in the DVM process, 21 participants (14 farmers and 7 extension agents) expressed their willing to become DVM. 

The 21 candidates (see the list in Table 2) were submitted to the training on the de-centralized vine multiplication (Fig. 7). The objective of training this group was essentially to re-explain and harmonize with the specific procedures attached to the de-centralized vine multiplications through demonstration of the material and practical information usually applied to the process. They were explained how to fill the registration forms to be used during the process, demonstrated and discussed how to plant, how to control pest and disease, and how to harvest both roots and vines for sale.   Another important aspect for this group was that they had the chance to revisit the multiplication field to choose the varieties they considered the most appropriate for them according to their own criteria. The training ended reminding the candidates that they will only have access to the vines after their indications that their fields are ready for planting.
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Fig. 7. Explanation of the process of de-centralized vine multiplication to the 21 participants volunteered to be DVM 
Table 2: List of the 21 candidates enlisted to be the de-centralized Vine Multipliers in Maputo and Matola 

	Nr.
	Name
	Institution
	Contact

	1
	Americo Bento
	Extension Agent /Albasine
	825752678

	2
	Francisco Naene Bande
	Extension Agent /Ka-Mavota
	829724430

	3
	Moises Sitoe
	Ass. T. Sancara/Ka-Mavota D.4
	822726717

	4
	Afonso Fringe
	Extension Agent/Ka-Mavota 
	825590579

	5
	Fernando Jaime
	Extension Agent/Ka-Mubucuane
	823966125

	6
	Elias Mathe
	Extension Agent/25 de Junho
	820298060

	7
	Gina Nhaca
	Extension Agent/Ka-Mubucuane
	847971066

	8
	Celeste Elias Zunguza
	Extension Agent/Ka-Mubucuane
	828529670

	9
	Filomena Pedro Manjate
	Ass. Mar. dos Santos/Bagamoio
	827931890

	10
	Nassera Ismael
	Albasine
	825386532

	11
	Sonia Gabriel Mathe
	Ass. Costa do Sol/Mahotas
	844430816

	12
	Veronica Machalela
	Ass. Costa do Sol/Maguiguane
	845181961

	13
	Francisco Nhanice
	Ass. Luisa Diogo/25 de Junho
	820298060

	14
	Elisabeth Matecuane
	Ass. Tomas Sancara/C. do Sol
	827209931

	15
	Virgina Cuca
	Catembe
	829585820

	16
	Ana Rita
	Ass. Lirandzu/Mahotas
	847423801

	17
	Noemia Alfredo Manjate
	Ass. Eduard Mondlane/Mahotas
	827475984

	18
	Silvestre Manjate
	Ass Marcelina Chissano/Zimpeto
	823543626

	19
	Carlos Machava
	Ass. Augusto Chirute/D.5
	825362499

	20
	Leia Adrião
	Ass. A. Guebuza/Catembe
	826976364

	21
	Teresa Macamo
	Ass. A. Guebuza/Mahotas
	827686788


The closing ceremony
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The field day ended by the thanking speeches by Maria  Andrade (CIP), and Martina Machango, the head of the Directorate of Agriculture of Maputo City. Both of them expressed their appreciations to host this event that will lead to the dissemination of new OFSP planting material in the cities of Maputo and Matola, and in Mozambique in general. The appeal was to continue disseminating the information on the crop, and wishes that in the short run, the cities of Maputo and Matola will start the process of distribution of planting material to be established in the backyards. The last words were of expression of the appreciation to IIAM/CIP to choose the cities of Maputo and Matola as the pioneers of the program of production of sweetpotato in the backyards of the residents of these two municipalities. As seen in Figure 8 the event ended well. 
Fig. 8. Everybody ended happy
Table 3. List of the registered participants of the sweetpotato field day conducted on 9 June, 2011, and jointly organized by IIAM/CIP and the Government of the Maputo and Matola, in Umbelúzi (Walate Field), Boane District, Maputo province
	Nr.
	Name
	Institution
	Contact

	
	
	
	Telephone
	E-mail

	1
	Celeste E. Zunguze
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	828529670
	

	2
	Jacinta Jasse
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	823543950
	

	3
	Virginia Cuco
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	829585820
	

	4
	Xadreque Malamo
	Gabinete Governador
	824899340
	

	5
	Hermegildo Chongo
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	825627022
	

	6
	Filipe Vasco Malia
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	845316866
	

	7
	Américo Bento
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	-
	

	8
	Regina Ucule
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	823042541
	

	9
	Alvina Albino
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	823322259
	

	10
	Maria B. Comé
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	827668906
	

	11
	Carlota F. Nhampendo
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	821201511
	

	12
	Gina Nhaca
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	847971066
	

	13
	Leantina Vicente
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	826537400
	

	14
	Martina Machango
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	
	

	15
	Regina Guezela
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	
	

	16
	Paulo Dinis Chambule
	D. A. Cidade Maputo
	820649409
	

	17
	Fatima Cassamo
	D. Justiça Cidade
	826905910
	

	18
	Carla Honwana
	SDAE Boane
	
	

	19
	Ricardo A. Jamisse
	SDAE Boane
	827397500
	

	20
	Fabião J. Machava
	SDAE Boane
	825730246
	

	21
	Ofelia A. Dima
	SDAE Boane
	825235807
	

	22
	Cardelino Pascoal
	SDAE Boane
	823947828
	

	23
	Calisto Bias
	IIAM
	
	

	24
	Celia Ruth
	IIAM
	826998679
	ruthbila@yahoo.com

	25
	Gizela Nunes
	IIAM
	823309210
	gizelanunes@yahoo.com.br

	26
	Ricardo Macia
	IIAM
	829192415
	

	27
	Sostino Mucumbi
	IIAM
	829705050
	

	28
	José Damas
	IIAM
	
	

	29
	Eduardo Conzo
	IIAM
	
	

	30
	Armando Francisco
	IIAM
	
	

	31
	Francisco Zandamela
	IIAM
	
	

	32
	Marcos Vieira
	IIAM
	
	

	33
	Raimundo Moiane
	IIAM
	
	

	34
	Arsenio Manhiça
	IIAM
	
	

	35
	Jonas Malapengue
	IIAM
	
	

	36
	Feliciano Mazuze
	IIAM
	
	

	37
	Anabela Manhiça
	IIAM
	
	

	38
	Jane Maposse
	IIAM
	828850770
	

	39
	Irene de Sousa
	USAID
	827679381
	

	40
	Paula Pimentel
	USAID
	823087520
	

	41
	Maxino Brogo
	FAO/Kulima
	824716860
	

	42
	Ana Maria Fumo
	FAO
	823088530
	

	43
	Filipe Albino Guiamba
	Kulima
	826082722
	

	44
	Lucas Oldredra
	Kulima
	847228581
	

	45
	Mandira Paul
	Kulima
	820683894
	

	46
	Regina Artur
	Kulima
	825935249
	

	47
	Delfina Eliza
	Kulima
	829958938
	

	48
	Mário Funhacule
	Kulima
	820444430
	

	49
	Tomas L. Chongo
	Ass. Belo Horizonte
	827043700
	

	50
	Açucena Guila
	SAE Matola
	21752917
	Acucenaguinla@yahoo.com

	51
	Silvestre J. Mandlate
	Farmer
	823543274
	

	52
	Acacio E. Langa
	Farmer
	
	

	53
	Manuel Salvador
	ISCOS
	823941400
	

	54
	Francina Macause 
	DSCM
	21360276/7
	

	55
	Horacio Langa
	SAE Matola
	827784740
	

	56
	Anatividade Cossa
	DSCM
	825658940
	

	57
	Paulo Saraiva
	ROSA
	824676770
	

	58
	Francisco Zandamela
	TVM
	
	

	59
	Laura Macovo
	Ass. Mbuzine/Farmer
	
	

	60
	Maria Macamo
	Ass. Mbuzine/Farmer
	
	

	61
	Judite Rodrigues
	Ass. Mbuzine/Farmer
	
	

	62
	Felizmina Sitoe
	Ass. Mbuzine/Farmer
	
	

	63
	Maria Simbine
	Ass. Mbuzine/Farmer
	
	

	64
	Gloria Fabião
	Alivia P/Farmer
	
	

	65
	Valente Cossa
	Ass. M. L. Guebuza/Fa
	
	

	66
	Veronica Batine
	Ass. Bloco 4/Farmer
	
	

	67
	Ana Jose
	Ass. Bloco 2/Farmer
	
	

	68
	Emilia Josefina
	Ass. Bloco 2/Farmer
	
	

	69
	Teresa Macamo
	Ass. Bloco 4/Farmer
	
	

	70
	Luizia Zibia
	Ass. A. Guebuza/Farm
	
	

	71
	Graça Tembe
	Ass. A. Guebuza/Farm
	
	

	72
	Elizabete Matecane
	Ass. T. Sancara/Farmr
	
	

	73
	Helio Samuel
	Ass. Manguiza/Farme
	
	

	74
	Gertrude Jeremias
	Ass. J. Chissano/Farm
	
	

	75
	Francisco J. Nhamice
	Ass. L. Diogo/Farmer
	
	

	76
	Manuel Mumguambe
	Casa Agraria/Farmer
	
	

	77
	Moises Sitoe
	Casa Agraria/Farmer
	
	

	78
	Manuel Matepane
	Casa Agraria/Farmer
	
	

	79
	Albertina Manuel
	Ass. 25 de Set/Farmer
	
	

	80
	Carla Machava
	Ass. A.Chissa/Farmer
	825362490
	

	81
	Nassene Ismael
	Ass Albasine/Farmer
	825386532
	

	82
	Estevão Joao
	CMM
	848357700
	

	83
	Joaquim A. Cuane
	DNEA
	822128820
	

	84
	Rosa Elias Mutiane
	D. Kamubucuane
	847971066
	

	85
	Levy Marrengula
	DTTC
	824615390
	

	86
	Carlos Lithuli
	France Press/ Photog
	824011250
	

	87
	Adilia Viegas
	CIP
	828608770
	

	88
	Amelia Ruco
	CIP
	823958840
	

	89
	Alda Elias
	CIP
	
	

	90
	Maria Isabel Andrade
	CIP
	823065460
	

	91
	Arnaldo Mazive
	CIP
	
	

	92
	Agueda Macuacua
	TVM
	
	

	93
	Aristides Patricio
	TVM
	
	

	94
	Leonel Justino
	
	
	

	95
	Eugenio Selemane
	
	
	

	96
	Amandio Borge
	
	
	

	97
	Jose Ricardo
	CIP
	823229880
	

	98
	João Jr.
	CIP
	828183250
	

	99
	Lucilia Hama
	
	
	

	100
	Fermando Jorge
	CIP
	820160380
	

	102
	Josefina Fanheiro
	CIP
	
	

	103
	José Albino
	CIP
	
	

	104
	Juca Vicente 
	TVM
	
	

	105
	Albertina Alage
	MINAG
	
	Albertinaalage@yahoo.co.uk
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