INTRODUCTION TO THE SUMMARY ON THE SWEETPOTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM AND SWEETPOTATO PLANNING MEETING, ABUJA, NIGERIA, JANUARY 24, 25, 26, 2012

Ted Carey, Regional Sweetpotato Breeder, International Potato Center. 

The fourth meeting of the Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa (SSP-WA) was held in Abuja, Nigeria in conjunction with a planning meeting of Nigerian cooperators preparing a proposal for submission to the Ministry of Agriculture’s transformation program.  The meeting was also held in collaboration with the Reaching Agents of Change (RAC) project, and with the able support and assistance of that project’s staff.  This was the first meeting of the SSP held outside of Ghana and thus was a positive step since it allowed the SSP-WA to express its role as a regional body.  The meeting offered a number of Ghanaian participants and a larger number of Nigerian participants to opportunity to interact, and share experiences, plans and perspectives.  This summary contains the program, names of participants at the meeting, and finally the rapporteur’s notes. 

 PROGRAM FOR SWEETPOTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM AND SWEETPOTATO PLANNING MEETING, ABUJA, NIGERIA

JANUARY 24, 25, 26, 2012

	Time


	Topic
	Presenter/facilitator

	Sweetpotato Support Platform – West Africa.  Session chair, Yarama Ndirpaya

	09:00
	Welcome and opening remarks
	Ted Carey

	09:15
	Introductions
	One and all

	09:30
	Introduction to SPHI, SASHA and the Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa (SSP-WA)
	Ted Carey

	10:00
	The Reaching Agents of Change (RAC) Project
	Sonii David

	10:30
	Tea Break
	

	10:50
	Discussion of SSP-WA to date
	Esi Amoaful, Ibok Oduro,  Dr. Chikwendu, Kabba Joiner, others

	11:15
	Report of a Nigerian Sweetpotato market assessment
	Adewale Dipeolu and team

	12:00
	Brief overview of sweetpotato seed projects
	Ted Carey

	12:15
	Intro to the Nigerian Sweetpotato Investment planning process, including integration with RAC, and the way forward.
	Kabba Joiner and others (Jude Njoku, Ted Carey, Sonii David, Julius Odeyemi…)

	13:00
	Lunch
	

	Investment Planning:  Session Chair Jude Njoku

	14:00
	Stakeholder meeting in Benue State
	Mary Umoh

	14:30
	Updates by Sub-Group on preparation of proposal for the Sweetpotato Investment Planning Conference (10 min followed by 5 question/discussion each)
	Solomon Afuape, Jude Njoku, Ima Chima, Adewale Dipeolu, Ayodele Akinpelu

	15:45
	Tea break
	

	16:00
	Plenary input on Sweetpotato Investment process

a) Commitments to contribute to Sub-Groups

b) Additional State for initial proposal?

c) Timeline for investment meeting and RAC advocacy and analysis
	Ima Chima

	16:30
	Close of plenary session – Sub-Group work to continue in evening
	


25th January 2012

	Time


	Topic
	Facilitator

	9:00 a.m
	Field trip to NRCRI – Nyanya sub-station to see primary multiplication – anything else/other stop
	Jude Njoku

	13:00
	Lunch outside of hotel
	

	14:00
	Plenary for Sub-Groups to present drafts of rationale, objectives, implementation plan and time frame (4 years), major implementers, budget (20 min/group; 10 min presentation/10 min discussion)
	Mary Umoh

	15:40
	Tea break
	

	16:00
	Sub-Groups continue work separately
	


26th January 2012

	Time


	Topic
	Facilitator

	09:00
	Plenary for Sub-Groups to present log frames  (10 minutes presentatin/20 min discussion each)
	Mary Umoh

	10:30
	Tea Break
	

	11:00
	Plenary for Sub-Groups to present log frames  (10 minutes presentatin/20 min discussion each), continues
	Mary Umoh

	13:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00
	Sub-group separate work
	

	15:45
	Wrap-up including action points for Sweetpotato Investment meeting
	Julius Odeyemi, Mary Imo

	16:30
	Close
	


PARTICIPANTS IN THE SWEETPOTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM AND SWEETPOTATO PLANNING MEETING, ABUJA, NIGERIA

JANUARY 24, 25, 26, 2012

	Name
	Title
	Institution
	Country

	Solomon Afuape
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	National Root Crops Research Institute
	Nigeria

	A.O. Akinpelu
	Agricultural Economist
	National Root Crops Research Instituite
	Nigeria

	Esi Amoaful
	Vitamin A Program Coordinator
	Ghana Health Service
	Ghana

	Isaac Ansah
	Communication and Training Specialist
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute
	Ghana

	Ted Carey
	Regional Sweetpotato Breeder
	CIP
	Ghana

	Ima Chima
	 Nutrition Specialist
	Helen Keller International
	Nigeria

	Sonii David
	Socioeconomist/Gender Specialist
	HKI/CIP
	 Kenya

	Adewale Dipeolu
	Agricultural Economist
	UNAAB
	Nigeria

	Ijeoma Egeonu
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	University of Ibadan
	Nigeria

	Yinka Fetugah
	Food Scientist
	UNAAB
	Nigeria

	Kabba Joiner
	Medical Doctor
	Hellen Keller International
	Ghana 

	Yarama Ndirpaya
	Assistant Director
	Agric. Res. Council of Nigeria
	Nigeria

	Jude Njoku
	 Agronomist
	NRCRI
	 Nigeria

	Stella Odebode
	 Extension and Gender Specialist
	UI
	 Nigeria

	Ibok Oduro
	Food Scientist
	KNUST
	 Ghana

	Daniel Okafor
	Farmer
	Potato Farmers Association of Nigeria
	 Nigeria

	D.A. Okpara
	 Agronomist
	M.O. U. of Agric, 
	 Nigeria

	Mary Umoh
	Nutritionist
	HKI
	 Nigeria


RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT

REPORT FOR THE SWEET POTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM AND SWEETPOTATO PLANNING MEETING ABUJA NIGERIA.

Alexis Hotel, Jabi, Abuja

JANUARY 24 – 26 2012

Eno Udongo

Introduction
This is the Rapporteur’s Report on the three-day Workshop 
The Sweet Potato Support Platform and Sweetpotato Planning Meeting, Abuja Nigeria. January 24 - 26 , 2012.

The report is in four main parts:

1.0 Executive Summary

2.0 Workshop Presentations

3.0 Conclusion

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The three-day Workshop on THE SWEET POTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM AND SWEETPOTATO PLANNING MEETING ABUJA NIGERIA. 2012 was organized by the 

(CIP) and hosted by the Helen Keller International, Nigeria at The Alexis Hotel, Jabi, Abuja, Nigeria.

The workshop drew an array of participants and stakeholders from the public, private, business and civil society sectors in West Africa. In all, 7 presentations were made, and 5 Sub Group Proposal discussion sessions were held during the Workshop. The general objectives of the workshop were
· Scaling up the activities of the OFSP Program in Nigeria 

· Fast track evaluation process of development lines of OFSP and WFSP in Nigeria

· The need to develop a national Sweetpotato strategic plan for Nigeria with relevant stakeholders fully involved.
2.0  WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS
Day One:Morning Session
SESSION CHAIR: YARAMA NDIRPAYA

PRESENTERS: Ted Carey, Sonii David, Esi Amoaful, Ibok Oduro, Dr. Chikwendu, Kabba Joiner et al

Presentation Topics:

· Introduction to SPHI, SASHA, and the Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa (SSP-WA).  Ted Carey

(SPHI - Sweetpotato for Profit and Health Initiative, 

 SASHA - Sweetpotato Action for Security and Health in Africa)

· The Reaching Agents of Change (RAC) Project. Sonii David

· Discussion of SSP-WA to date. Esi Amoaful, Ibok Oduro,  Dr. Chikwendu, Kabba Joiner et al

· Report of a Nigerian Sweet potato Market Assessment.  Adewale Dipeolu et al

· Brief overview of Sweetpotato Seed Projects. Ted Carey

· Introduction to the Nigerian Sweetpotato Investment Planning Process including integration with RAC and the way forward. Kabba Joiner et al

1. Introduction to SPHI, SASHA, and the Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa (SSP-WA).  

Ted Carey

OBJECTIVES

Repositioning Sweetpotato in African food economies, particularly in expanding urban markets, to reduce child malnutrition and improve smallholder incomes
ISSUES

· Overview of the activities of the SPHI, SASHA, SSP-WA in West Africa

· Potential contribution of Orange flesh Sweetpotato

· Features of the Organizations

· Activities of SPHI as a multi-partner, multi-donor initiative that seeks to reduce child under nutrition and improve smallholder incomes in 10 million African families by 2020 through the effective production and expanded use of Sweetpotato.

· Minimum goals of SPHI to be achieved by 2020

· New SPHI associate programmes

· Major technical components of SASHA 

-Population Development & Varietal Selection
-Weevil Resistant Sweetpotato using Transgenics 
-Seed Systems
-Effective Delivery Systems      

· To organize the work around research for development platforms that integrates and supports the work of institutional partners in each sub-region. 
CHALLENGES
The 7 major priority constraints facing sweet potato production
· Lack of timely availability of adequate quantities of disease-free planting material 
· Varieties with limited yield potential in specific agro-ecologies & quality characteristics that do not meet demands of specific target groups
· Damage due to the sweet potato weevils in drier zones
· Limited demand and inadequate markets 
· Poor agronomic practices 
· Limited awareness of decision makers about potential contribution of the crop to poverty and malnutrition reduction due to an inadequate evidence base 
· Need for a critical mass of informed stakeholders with good information exchange to maximize investment return
Comments

· Health is implied not explicit in what has been done. The end result should have the health aspect/benefits being emphasized.

· Nutritionists from the Ministry of Health should be invited for stakeholder meetings.

· The agenda of the OFSP intervention is health and should equally be a part of the development process.

· The need for strong emphasis on best practices in post harvest techniques in potato production.

· Socio economic experts’ opinion on existing and new varieties will be accepted by farmers if furnished.

QUESTIONS

· Can the SSP support identified SP platforms domiciled in Nigeria for more efficiency?

2. The Reaching Agents of Change (RAC) Project. Sonii David
 OBJECTIVES 

· To increase investment in OFSP through advocacy and capacity building

· Put in place policy and institutional arrangements to upscale OFSP

· Develop best practices for OFSP advocacy

 ISSUES

· Scaling up success through local investment

· Scaling up the OFSP Program

· Advocacy( Country and Regional levels ) Promotion, Capacity building

· Implementation through partnership

· RAC Advocacy Process

· RAC start up process

· Situation Analysis and Needs Assessment

RAC PROCESS IN NIGERIA – AGRICULTURAL TRANSFORMATION AGENDA
ISSUES
· What is the broader vision for SP activities in Nigeria? 

· Who are the stakeholders (present and anticipated) and what is their role?

· What is the objective of different SP initiatives and how do we align them?

· Need to develop a national SP strategic plan

· RAC has broader mandate to work with public and private sector agencies: how can RAC advocacy/capacity building activities support Fed MOA initiative?

Comments

· Vitamin A provides a platform for advocates but roles are to remain separate but collaborative. RAC roles are defined at Regional & Country level

· Problem of different levels of data and correct data processing.

· There’s the danger of developing OFSP over other SP varieties – HKI uses OFSP to supplement Vitamin A hence the promotion.

· Stakeholders should have a meeting to harmonize issues and look at a holistic approach to the Sweetpotato program.

· Farmers do not receive help in terms of promotion and advocacy

Questions
· How different is the revitalized Vitamin A going to be on a Continental level?

· What’s the baseline information on the proposed 15% intake of Vitamin A in Nigeria? 

Response 

· If there’s no data to back up the data then regional data can be used. There’s also available data at State level and at National Health Statistics.

Recommendation 

· There should be a synergy between the Agriculture and Health sectors 

Response/Next Steps 


· RAC will address the synergy issue and other comments will be critically analyzed.

SWEETPOTATO SUPPORT PLATFORM FOR WEST AFRICA (SSP-WA)

OBJECTIVES

Gather and analyse evidence on the desirability and feasibility of investing in the development of Sweetpotato value chains for fresh root marketing and processed products in major producing areas and markets 
ISSUES

· Study of background information – Nigerian Economy, Financial Sector
· Field /market surveys –in Kwara, Nasarawa, FCT, Oyo, Lagos, and Osun States
· Identification of key players, markets, constraints, existing processed products and opportunities
· Case study value chains
· Suggestions for strategy
CHALLENGES

· The location of the study was pre determined.

COMMENTS 

· Improved agricultural practices and improved yield will reduce costs of flour production.

· Chain analysis is a new concept with people getting more interested. Ebonyi and Cross River States were left out in the study.

· Sweetpotato flour should be a policy issue hence advocacy 

· Value chain study did not reflect the percentage contribution of major players, micro processors.

· There’s the need for more advocacy and promotion

· NGO’s  and CBO’s should be more involved as they have access to more information

· There should be a network to collect germ plasm and the creation of a catalogue to show uses of Sweetpotato.

· The Policy angle should be tidied up to encourage farmers to invest in Sweetpotato.

· Consumer perceptions of Sweetpotato need to be reversed. Positive information about health benefits of SP can encourage people to buy SP
· RAC needs to check its point of entry for advocacy in this project. A possible Presidential initiative in Sweet potato is possible.

· The study is not comprehensive as major producing states were not captured. The coverage is porous as different forms and uses change in different locations. Other areas need to be covered
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SWEET POTATO PROJECTS.

PRESENTER: TED CAREY

OBJECTIVES

To showcase Sweet potato seed projects integrated efforts in Mozambique, Malawi, Ethiopia, Angola and best practices.
INTRODUCTION TO THE NIGERIAN SWEET POTATO INVESTMENT PLANNING PROCESS INCLUDING INTEGRATION WITH RAC AND THE WAY FORWARD

Kabba Joiner et al

OBJECTIVES

1. Relevance of this into RAC (investment) 

2. How to align the two sweet potato activities in Nigeria i.e. RAC and Nigeria Investment Planning Process

ISSUES 

· What is the broader vision for Sweet potato activities in Nigeria?

· Who are the stakeholders (present and anticipated)? What are their roles?

· What are the objectives of the different Sweet potato initiatives and how do we align them?

· The need to develop a national Sweet potato strategic plan

· RAC has a broader mandate to work with the public and private sector agencies. How can RAC advocacy and capacity building activities support Federal Ministry of Agriculture’s initiative?

CHALLENGES

· Translation of Government policies to action is a problem.
QUESTIONS

· Does the SPSP have a mandate on advocacy?

· How do the women and children group come in? This gap will be bridged at the ministerial level by mainstreaming nutrition into agriculture.

COMMENTS

·  The Agricultural Transformation Agenda is very unique. It is characterized by  

1. Growth enhancement

2. Establishment of processing zones

3. State government and Federal government partnership

4. Market and 

5. Promotion

The above factors will determine cost implication of incorporating Sweet potato into the Agricultural Transformation Agenda.

· RAC is ready to support advocacy to promote the benefits of Sweet potato

· RAC needs funding from the country as it will assist the country in leveraging its resources and income generation

· The strategy for Sweet potato in Nigeria to the Ministry of Agriculture is being handled by Helen Keller International through RAC.

· There was a suggestion to visit Dr Odeyemi in the MOA within the workshop period by selected participants.

· There’s a gap in the agricultural, health, nutrition and Sweet potato activities which needs to be synergized. 

· No mention was made of Sweet potato in the Ministries of Agriculture & Health activities 

· There’s the need to create a linkage between the SPSP and other stakeholders

· There’s need for synergy with RAC.

· The need to take the focus beyond breeders and get a lot more proactive especially in between meetings. 

· It was suggested that the roles of RAC and SPSP should be redefined and it was also pointed out that the functions of the SPSP have expanded since RAC came on board

Day One – Afternoon Session

INVESTMENT PLANNING                                           CHAIR: Jude Njoku
REPORT OF STAKEHOLDERS MEETING IN BENUE

Mary Umoh- HKI-RAC Promotion Expert.

 The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the RAC project to Benue State and set up a mechanism for further meetings with the key players. 
Objectives of the meeting:

1) To introduce HKI to relevant stakeholders involved In Sweet potato in Benue state

2) To sensitize  stakeholders about OFSP and the RAC project

3) To understand the role each stakeholder may play in promoting OFSP

4) Agree on an action points for further collaboration on this project. 

Stakeholders present at the meeting were,

Representatives from Benue state agricultural development project (BNARDA) ,Ministry of Women affairs and social development, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Information, Ministry of health and Potato growers association.

Highlights of the meeting.

Before the meeting, the team visited the various stakeholders in the Benue state Agricultural and rural development authority, which includes the program manager deputy director adaptive research, the permanent secretary and the director of Agriculture.  The Stakeholders were sensitized on the RAC project and benefits of OFSP, why the state should invest in OFSP, what it will take to make it happen. The role of the various stakeholders was highlighted during the meeting. The stakeholders drew up an action plan to promote the demand for OFSP in the state

Opportunities for OFSP investment in the state

· Benue state is a major producer of sweet potato

· The state already have women group who are already into cassava processing of which if they could include processing of OFSP products

Action points on OFSP Promotion

Ministry of Education

· Review schools agricultural curriculum  to include focus on OFSP through one day review meeting for stakeholders in the which include, Ministry of Education, State Universal education board, Benue state agricultural development project and Ministry of Agriculture.

· Sensitize school heads across the three zones on the new project

· Establish pilot project in the 45 schools sensitized

· Train on the processing and use of crop produced at school level across the three zones

· Adapt the Osun state school feeding program by carrying out a study visit to Osun State

· Implement the Osun state model in pilot schools.

Ministry of Information

· Proposed the formation of  state enlightenment committee to help promote OFSP in the state

· Establish a public enlightenment unit in the ministry to produce messages and jingles on OFSP

· IEC materials is needed for enlightenment purposes

BNARDA

· Have nine sites in the state for the for the food security program, they propose reaching out to sites on OFSP

· They requested for vines for their Farmers for planting in the month in March and April  

Women Affairs

· Proposed to conduct advocacy visits to stakeholders in the ministry.

· Each LGA has principal women development officers who work at the community level through which radio discussions at local levels will be facilitated.

· They also noted that women will need money to purchase the vines for planting.

POGMAN

Requested for capacity building in the area of storage and marketing

Participants at the meeting proposed a monthly meeting as a follow up to ensure action points are being followed

DAY TWO – MORNING ACTIVITY

FIELD TRIP TO NRCRI UMUDIKE OUTSTATION NYANYA

A field trip was made on the second day of the Workshop to the National Root Crop Research Institute (NRCRI) Umudike Outstation, Nyanya which was established in the year 2000 and is seated on less than 10 hectares of land and saddled with the responsibility of extending technology to farmers in the north central zone of Nigeria ( Nassarawa, FCT, Kogi, Kwara, Kaduna, Niger). The staff strength of the Station is 53 with over 60% being junior staff and an Agricultural Engineer among the senior cadre. The station lacks adequate space and a laboratory therefore most materials are sent to Umudike for analysis

 Workshop participants were taken on a tour of the demonstration farm and nurseries where research work on primary and secondary multiplication of Sweetpotato varieties are carried out by the Head of the Outstation Dr Jude Njoku who explained the processes of vine multiplication and selection.
He also pointed out that the station works closely with potato farmers. During harvest, the mother plants are picked up from the field to the primary nurseries (positive selection) and do a raid multiplication by the use of node cutting, surface irrigation and after 2 months growth, they are sorted out to the secondary nursery and from there primary materials are given to farmers for planting.

DAY TWO – AFTERNOON SESSION & DAY THREE
UPDATES BY SUBGROUP ON PREPARATION OF PROPOSAL FOR THE SWEETPOATO INVESTMENT PLANNING CONFERENCE.

PRESENTERS: Solomon Afuape, Jude Njoku, Mary Umoh, Adewale Dipeolu, Ayodele Akinpelu

Breeding Sub-Committee Proposal for Sweet potato –Federal Government Transformation Agenda

BACKGROUND –  

The acceptance of Sweet potato is no more in doubt in Nigeria, new varieties with better quality can be developed through direct breeding or clones. There are various possible entry points into the economy trough products as biscuits, bread; chips etc can drive the future for Sweet potato. Breeding can back up the demand and drive the value chain.

OBJECTIVES

· Development of core vines and clean breeder seeds

· Multiplication for foundation seeds

· Evaluation of newly elite breeding lines for agriculture, food and processing qualities in six selected states for the program

· Fast track evaluation process of development lines of OFSP and WFSP.

· Refurbishment of 2 screen houses for conservation

· Purchase project vehicle

· Development of human and material capacity

Additional parts of the proposal are

· 4 year log frame

· 4 year Time frame

· Budget 

OBSERVATION/QUESTIONS

· Should the target group be the breeders or the farmers? Women farmers should be well represented

· Are elite materials different from elite varieties which had already been released?

· Cleaning of vines can be done without thermotherapy and should be considered as an alternative.

· Farmers do not have enough representation in the framework. Participatory farmers approach should be applied

· Research institutes should be used instead of universities in the breeding process. 

DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS VALUE CHAIN. Dipeolu et al

OBJECTIVES

· Mapping the value chain to understand the characteristics of market dynamics in terms of supply and demand patterns

· Identify the distribution of actors’ benefits in the chain. investigate in greater detail the potential action of farmers 

· Define upgrading needs within the chain
1. Improve design and quality

2. Introduce new functions in the chain such as fabrication of equipment instead of importation

3. Adapt the knowledge gained in particular chain functions

· Emphasize the governance role i.e. the relationship and coordination mechanism among chain actors

1. Determine the potential adoption and economic viability of the developed novel sweet potato products. 

2. Disseminate information at investment forums, stakeholders’ workshops.

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS

· Farmers groups should be included in the framework

· How will you ensure women entrepreneurs will be included and not relegated to the background? 

· Mechanisms should be put in place to push women up to a higher level.

NUTRITION VALUE CHAINS & DEMAND CREATION .Mary Umoh

The following comments, questions and observations were made by participants during the sub-group presentation
· How can women ownership of land be scaled up as well as advocacy at policy level?
· There were a lot of repetition among the objectives which could have an upward effect on the budget

· Monitoring & Evaluation should be expunged from the framework

· No mention was made of the school feeding program which could promote a demand for the sub group work

· The IEC and other Media activities should be at national level for wider coverage

· There should be an anthem or slogan to indicate branding

· POFAN volunteered information on its LOVE POTATO campaign

The overall consensus was the entire proposal was very ambitious and should be scaled down and there should be an organized Sweet potato Forum which will include all Stakeholders. The sub group was to go back and complete their work on the proposal time and log frames.
SWEETPOTATO: ENHANCING NIGERIA’S RAINBOW REVOLUTION 

MONITORING AND EVALUATION SUB-PROGRAMME 

AKINPELU, Ayodele Oladipo et al
BACKGROUND:

Sweetpotato (Ipomea batatas (L.) Lam.) is an important crop in many countries. China is the highest producer in the world with an annual production of about 75.80mt while Nigeria ranks third in the world and second in Africa with a production figure of about 3.9mt per annum. Therefore, it is expedient to carry out monitoring and evaluation of a project that tends to improve the health and income levels of farmers and consumers of sweetpotato. The complementary roles of M & E are 

· Monitoring focuses on – Is the project doing things right?

· Evaluation focuses on - is the project doing the right things?

Therefore M & E is a continuous assessment of intervention programs

OBJECTIVES

· assess the quality, quantity and timeliness of the project input 
· identify operational constraints to project effectiveness thus helping planners and project managers improve implementation 
· determine if a process or service, e.g. OFSP  is meeting national or some other accepted standards 
· provide information to improve project targets 
· help to identify effects that are attributable to the project 
· meet donor accountability requirements 
COMMENTS

· Baseline information should capture farmers livelihood details and socio economic characteristics

· The study should ensure the efficiency of every part of the system

· Substitute Ahmadu Bello University NAERLS-ABU

· Activities 1 & 2 under Baseline Survey should be sharpened up

· Activity 3 should be all encompassing.
3.0  CONCLUSION

 RECOMMENDATIONS/NEXT STEPS

At the end of the three day workshop, the participants in agreement with the urgency and necessity to proceed to the next level of the Sweetpotato process in Nigeria agreed on the following steps

· A stakeholders meeting should be held by the end of March in Abuja organized by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture Abuja.

· This workshop is a working progress so within a week, they will like to receive information and set up a committee and plan a stakeholders experience

· Take lessons from the cassava experience and have an action plan right away

· Suggest a date to the FMOA for a stakeholders meeting. March 29 -30 2011. Thursday 29 March, the group can work on Friday & Saturday.

· List of attendees should be submitted to the ministry for planning and welfare

· Should the name RAINBOW be maintained or not? Use Sweet potato Transformation

· 6 States proposed. most activities will be tied up in production states and step up markets

· Tag along market states as well

· KADUNA,FCT-NASSARAWA,EBONYI,BENUE,ADAMAWA KWARA/OSUN

A local committee was set up – Dr Jude Njoku, Mary Umoh, Yarama D. Ndirpaya

Ted Carey was mandated to do a letter to Dr Odeyemi and Jan Low to collect information from all presenters.

Tuesday 31 January, 2012 for final submission from all sub group proposals

A list of stakeholders to also represent the private sector including NGO’s and Processors should be submitted by email as the previous list did not reflect the private sector.

