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Fifth Meeting of the Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa   

CSIR-INSTI, Accra, Ghana

June 26, 2012

INTRODUCTORY NOTE
This is the fifth meeting of the sweetpotato support platform for West Africa under the SASHA project.  The SASHA project is part of the larger Sweetpotato for Profit and Health Initiative that aims to improve the lives of 10 million families in SSA by 2020.   Platform meetings are held twice yearly to exchange information and experiences and involve stakeholders in building a community of sweetpotato practice for sweetpotato in W. Africa.   SASHA’s main activity in West Africa has been the establishment of the breeding support platform at CSIR-Crops Research Institute.
At the Crops Research Institute breeding activities include population development and improvement for desired attributes (high root yield, high dry matter content, low sugar, high β-carotene content, tolerance to viruses, etc.) to support breeding programs in West Africa. CSIR breeders also work with SASHA in the area of variety selection. The recently established Near infrared Spectroscopy (NIRS) laboratory at the Crops Research Institute helps with the analysis of quality attributes of selected promising clones. Efforts are underway to ensure that CSIR-CRI will also be a source of healthy planting material for national and international distribution. 

 Two of the four previous meetings of the Support Platform for West Africa were held at Crops Research Institute, one at the University of Cape Coast, in collaboration with WAAPP, and one was held earlier this year in Abuja, Nigeria.  
This meeting of the support platform is held in collaboration with the Reaching Agents of Change project, and involves stakeholders with an interest in sweetpotato from across the spectrum of partners to once again share information, identify constraints and plot our future plans for action in order to achieve the potential of sweetpotato in Ghana and the region.
PROGRAM

	Time

	Topic
	Presenter

	Sweetpotato Support Platform – West Africa.  Session chair, H.K. Adu-Dapaah

	8:30 - 9:00
	Registration
	

	9:00 – 9:15
	Welcome and Introductions
	Esi Amoaful, Nutrition Dept., Ghana Health Service

	9:15 - 9:45
	Sweetpotato Support Platform for West Africa:  Regional progress and updates from Eastern and Southern Africa
	Ted Carey, Regional Sweetpotato Breeder, International Potato Center

	9:45 - 10:30
	New directions for Vitamin A Advocacy and Awareness (VITAA) platform under the Reaching Agents of Change project
	Kabba Joiner, MD, Reaching Agents of Change, Hellen Keller International

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea Break 
	

	11:00 – 12:30 
	Updates on sweetpotato activities 5 to 10 min per participant 
	

	
	University of Ibadan/NRCRI – Nigerian update
	Ijeoma Egeonu

	
	Development Assistance Association
	Lydia Sasu

	
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute – Breeding and Seed
	J.N. Asafu-Agyei

	
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute – Training and outreach
	Isaac Ansah

	
	CSIR-Savanna Agricultural Research Institute 
	Kwabena Acheremu

	
	CSIR-Soils Research Institute – Update from the Central Region
	Felix Ababio

	
	MOFA Crops Division
	Mr. Emmanuel Odame 

	
	Vegetable Producers and Exporters Association of Ghana
	Mr. Joseph Tontoh

	
	Additional presentations/interventions as time allows
	Participants

	12:30 – 12:50
	Innovation platforms for local and regional success stories
	Fatunbi Oluwole, FARA

	12:50 – 13:00 
	Establishing innovation platforms in Ghana – principles and experiences 
	Stella Ennin, CSIR-Crops Research Institute

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 – 15:30
	Facilitated discussion topics to addressed: 

a) SSP-WA and VITAA shared approaches, including small grant program

b) Proposed follow-up action sites/activities by participant
	Joshua Ahiaba, facilitator


PARTICIPANTS 

	First Name
	Last Name
	Title
	Institution
	Country

	Felix
	Ababio
	Soil Scientist
	CSIR-Soils Research Institute
	Ghana

	Kwabena 
	Acheremu
	Plant Breeder
	CSIR-Savanna Agricultural Research Institute
	Ghana

	Paulina
	Addy
	Deputy Director
	WIAD-MOFA
	Ghana

	Akwasi Adjei
	Adjekum
	National Prog. Coordinator
	RTIMP-MOFA
	Ghana

	E.K.
	Adu
	Deputy Director
	CSIR-Animal Research Institute
	Ghana

	Emmanuel
	Adu
	Farmer
	 
	Ghana

	Hans
	Adu-Dapaah
	Director 
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute
	Ghana

	Evelyn 
	Adu-Kwarteng
	Postharvest specialst
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute
	Ghana

	Solomon
	Afuape
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	National Root Crops Research Instituite
	Nigeria

	Joshua
	Ahiaba
	 
	 
	Ghana

	Malachy
	Akoroda
	Professor of Agronomy
	Univeristy of Ibadan
	Nigeria

	Azara
	Ali-mamshie
	WAAPP Coordinator
	MOFA
	Ghana

	Esi
	Amoaful
	Vitamin A Program Coordinator
	Ghana Health Service
	Ghana

	Kwasi
	Ampofo
	Contry Representative
	AfriCare
	Ghana

	Isaac
	Ansah
	Communication and trainning specialist
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute
	Ghana

	J.N. 
	Asafu-Agyei
	Sweetpotato Program Leader, Agronomist
	CSIR-Crops Research Institute
	Ghana

	Ted 
	Carey
	Regional Sweetpotato Breeder
	CRI-Kumasi
	Ghana

	Nanam
	Dzedzoave
	Postharvest specialist
	CSIR-FRI
	Ghana

	Ijeoma
	Egeonu
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	University of Ibadan
	Nigeria

	Stella 
	Ennin
	Deputy Director, Agronomist
	CSIR-CRI
	Ghana

	Mamaa
	Entsua-Mensah
	Deputy Director General
	CSIR
	Ghana

	Tom
	Gambrah
	Managing Director
	Premium Foods
	Ghana

	Kabba
	Joiner
	 
	Hellen Keller International
	 

	Naaminong
	Karbo
	Director
	CSIR-ARI
	Ghana

	Shashidhara
	Kolavalli
	Agricultural Economist
	IFPRI
	Ghana

	Joseph
	Mugabe
	 
	FARA
	Ghana

	Regassa
	Namara
	Ag Economist
	IWMI
	Ghana

	Robert
	Nanes
	Country Director
	IDE
	Ghana

	Jude 
	Njoku
	 
	NRCRI
	Nigeria

	Ebenezer
	Obeng-Bio
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	CIP
	Ghana

	Emmanuel
	Odame
	Officer
	MOFA Crops Division
	Ghana

	Ibok
	Oduro
	Associate Professor
	K.N.U.S.T.
	Ghana

	Wilhemina
	Okwabi
	Deputy Director Nutrition
	Ghana Health Service
	Ghana

	Fatunbi
	Oluwole
	Programme Officer
	FARA
	

	Cecil 
	Osei
	Agronomist
	CRS-Ghana
	Ghana

	Angela
	Osei-Sarfoh
	Agronomist
	RTIMP-MOFA
	Ghana

	Emmanuel
	Otoo
	Yam breeder
	CSIR-CRI
	Ghana

	Kate
	Quarshie
	Nutritionist
	Ghana Health Service
	Ghana

	Dale 
	Rachmeler
	Development Specialist
	BUSAC
	Ghana

	Gladys
	Sampson
	Marketing Director
	Premium Foods
	Ghana

	Lydia
	Sasu
	Farmer
	FARMER
	Ghana

	Koussao
	Some
	Sweetpotato Breeder
	INERA - Kamboinse
	Burkina Faso

	Victor
	Sumo
	Plant Breeder
	CARI
	Liberia

	Joseph
	Tontoh
	Chairman
	VEPEAG
	Ghana

	Aboubacar
	Toure
	Programme Officer, Crop Improvement and Variety Adoption
	AGRA
	Ghana

	M.Awal
	Zakaria
	Admin/Finance officer
	CIP
	Ghana


