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It is a shock that at present, we still have families who hardly find it possible to have even one meal in a day. Francine Nizigiyimana, a mother of three children is one of those. Living in Musanze District, she explained how difficult it has been for her to put food on the table due to lack of land to cultivate, little or no earning sometimes, and high food prices in the local markets.
In an interview with Nizigiyimana, the Rwf 800 which she might earn after doing some casual works here and there is all she can use to purchase food to feed her family. She explained that due to high prices of food, this amount of money might not buy enough to satisfy her whole family for just one meal.
[image: C:\Users\Rachaelcox\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_3341.jpg]Francine Nizigiyimana in one of the farmer group garden of OFSP checking on the roots.
However, a smile and a voice of hope was evident when she joined ‘’Turwanye Imirire mibi farmer group’ ’literary meaning ‘’ Let’s fight against malnutrition’’. This is a sweetpotato farmer group of twenty-one (21) women who decided to join hands in addressing their most pressing problems affecting their livelihoods in Sangano village in Musanze District. “With the help of the USAID-Funded sweetpotato project that gathered us together, I no longer rely on that Rwf 800 to feed my children. We now cultivate together, harvest for our families first and sell the remaining to the local market as to access cash. I feel like gained power to employ myself.” Says Nizigiyimana with a soft and warm smaile!


[image: C:\Users\Rachaelcox\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Francine poses with other members of her group called Turwanye Imirire Mibi..jpg]Francine poses with other members of her farmer group 
The group which was started late in 2016, is one of the many that were formed by DERN (the local development and charity organization implementing the feed the Future Orange-Fleshed sweetpotato project with International Potato Center in Musanze and Burera districts). The groups target women in different sectors of Musanze and Burera districts to form farmer groups and grow Orange-fleshed Sweetpotatoes (OFSP) to fight against poverty and improve their nutrition levels.
According to Francine Nizigiyimana, head of Turwanye Imirire Mibi, there has been a tremendous change in each member’s life including Mukandoli ever since they started this group.  
For the last season in August, the group harvested one thousand eight hundred (1,800) kilograms, despite some being stolen from the garden.
Nizigiyimana said that compared to the other types of sweetpotato they used to grow, OFSP is more suitable for them since it takes less period to mature (maximum four months) compared to 5-7 months taken by other local sweetpotato varieties. She also said that OFSP gives more yields referring to the small land on which they cultivate and what they could harvest from it.
[image: C:\Users\Rachaelcox\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\some of the members of Turwanye Imirire Mibi checking whether their roots are ready for harvest..jpg]Some of the members of Turwanye Imirire Mibi weeding up their sweetpotato farmyard.
She applauded CIP and the USAID for having initiated the project and giving them a ready market for their produce as after harvest, the agronomist at DERN buys a certain percentage of their roots and other taken to the market where they are immediately sold out. she added that there is much demand for these roots.
“Right from the harvest of our roots, we did not struggle to sell our produce. This all because CIP has already created an awareness within the public about this type of sweetpotatoes,” she said.
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