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ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Sweetpotato Is the fourth most important crop and the second most important food crop in In Lake Victoria region, it Is part of the general cultural perception that sweetpotato is
the Tanzania Lake Victoria region and plays a critical role as a food security crop, e.g. when managed and owned by women.

cereal crops fail. Sweet potato is primarily grown and managed by women and is considered <*The crop has a reputation of being perceived as a “poor man’s crop”, and its

a woman's crop. As part of the CIP-led Sweetpotato Action for Security and Health in Africa  cultivation among other root and tuber crops is threatened by low prices of the storage
Initiative funded by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Marando Bora project, roots and its products.

Implemented by Catholic Relief Services and other partners, seeks to improve farmers' <+ For centuries women have been custodians and transmitters of knowledge on farming
access to quality planting material of improved sweet potato varieties in the Lake Victoria  practices, seed sorting and preservation from generation to generation.

region. The documentation of farmers' local knowledge and practices related to sweet potato <+t has been widely documented that the use of technically oriented solutions to
planting material in Africa Is relatively scarce. The objective of the study presented here is  development in various locals in Africa has not been as fruitful as originally was

to contribute to filling this knowledge gap and specifically, to assess the role of women in  hypothesized. Thus there is a need to bridge the gap between farmers and scientific
relation to the production and management of sweet potato planting material. In-depth  knowledge, and feminist postmodernism theory[suggests that that there are multiple
qualitative interviews were conducted with 29 farmers from three communities in the Lake and separate realities], provides the opportunity to do just that.

Victoria region. The qualitative data is complemented by analysis of a survey involving 621 <*Research question: What is the connection between gender and sweet potato vine
households across nine districts in the Lake Victoria region in 2010. The findings confirm  acquisition, knowledge and preservation among smallholders in Lake Victoria region?
that sweet potato Is a female crop in the study area. Local knowledge about sweet potato «*The findings of the study will feed into interventions that seek to improve
cultivation is concentrated in the learned experience of female farmers who participate in all  smallholder farmers’ access to quality planting material in Tanzania and elsewhere,
the work surrounding sweetpotato production, including the management of planting iIncluding of vitamin A-rich orange-fleshed sweet potato.

material and control and sales. The conclusions and recommendations from the study raise <*Marando Bora project is an add-on to an existing cassava dissemination model, the
Important issues for the discussion of gender and local knowledge in relation to sweetpotato  Great Lakes Cassava Initiatives (GLCI) to improve the quantity and quality of food in

Figure 2: Anastazia describes how she acquired her Orange-

fleshed sweetpotato (OFSP), which she calls Pipi, from the
women in Nemba. Eunice listens.

Figure 1: Joyce shows two sweetpotato Vines,  Figyre 3 (combo): Children eating cooked sweetpotato &

seed system interventions. 150,000 households in the Tanzanian Lake Victoria region. that she considers of good quality for planting. vhite flashed and ORSP
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Figure 5: Farmers who did not conserve vines
provided the above responses with regards to their

L)

C Sweetpotato clonal diversity is linked to the circumstances under which

L)

MAIN RESULTS means of getting sweetpotato vines (n=433). , the farmer has acquired planting material in the past and to the
Figure 8: This vine has changed it’s color, it has particular farmer’s interest in an appreciation of the diverse
*+Farmers acquire plating material through ~ pecome like a kitenge (reddish-brownish tainting characteristics of different clones.
Gender Roles in Sweetpotato Production and Percent of Household Respondents CaSh payment to Only peop|e they dO not have a of the Ieaves). Farmer M thinks that the plant is
Deciding on funds spent by women ‘ | 202 close relationship or are not residing within the sick a_nd goes on to say that it may not produce FARMERS’ OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS IN ACCESSING

p A Selling in the market by women ‘ | 244 same community or locality with. Suggesting ahythlng, or just very little. Re.gardle.ss she hotgs, AND UTILIZING EXTENSION ADVICE

ot Transport tothe market by women | 1%3 the need to know the willingness to pay for “if the vines are scarce, you might still use it---If “*Majority of the female farmers in this study had very little exposure or

i Bagging by women —— farmers to acquire high quality planting that is all you have. —— access to extension advice and information.

i ° Harvesting by women N N N N | | 475 material. 4.5 '«»,- <

y Planting the vines by women ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ K +» Farmers pay to get vines from Decentralized 1 : \ RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SWEETPOTATO INTERVENTIONS

! ’ Carrying the vines to the plot by women { { { { s Vine Multipliers (DVM) and other neighboring # s From a gendered perspective, it is pertinent that planned interventions

p ¢ Cutting the vines by wornen ——— | T communities. L i ; concerning sweetpotato do not, in any way, undermine women’s role as the

. Weeding by women, men and children R On Farm Clonal Diversity ar!d Mode of e | owners of sweetpotato and key actors in all matters concerning sweet

i y Preparing the bed by women, men and children | 395 SweetDOtatO CUIth&thn NN ,' - pota’[o_

d E Ridging by women, men and children ‘ ‘ ‘ | 41 '__" \. o ¢ & ”1 B |

Ploughing by women, men and children I I I | 356 ’:’SCarCity: Vine ScarCity re(-jl!ces-the Chances 3 e ol B , B Majority of the decentralize vine mUItiplierS (DVM) for the Marando
0 ’ 20Percentagf Housefmold Resic())ondents60 "’ i for farmers to Cho§e d Spe.CIfIC VINES V.a“ety Figure 0: Feathery Figure 10: Jane Bora projeCt should be female and need to have knOWIEdge on the Crop.
u Percent of household respondents and thus end up with haVIng TNEHE Va“ety growth mentioned by Identifies a sick
than normal or necessary. Maria and other farmers.  plant. < Testing the willingness to pay for vines should be conducted in each area

Figure 4. Gender roles in sweetpotato production and percent of household The plant is infected by before vines are given.
respondents (n=621). The percentage show the most responsible gender groups in *Local taxonomy. Farmers tend to give local  sweetpotato virus disease
every particular activity. If men are involved in sweetpotato production it is mainly as names to the sweetpotato varieties they grow. (SPVD). < Promote gender sensitive labor saving technologies for cultivation (land
a helping hand. Women are often assisted by children, if they are not in school. Men - — <+ With knowledge farmers do positive and preparation).

may also often take a sack of sweetpotato to the market. On some occasions husbands negative selection to reduce severe virus

may agree to help transport sweet potato vines for their wives. load in their crop. < Design agricultural extension services for women farmers: (a) having a
ST Pradeiar Key information with regards to specific strategy for reaching female farmers, (b) employing female
. : : : : : local cultural perception and practice. extension workers and (c) organizing events in such a manner that women
s Sweetpotato is mainly grown for household consumption. It is only when there is oy s S e o ) oGS Gy e Tl can participate fully

surplus harvest that farmers will sell sweetpotato. Fig'm‘réé'%elena one RORATaM

. : : _ that was abandoned by
<*Majority of the women manage the small income derived from selling sweetpotato, many farmers, because

with the exception of two. of long production cycle.

sweetpotato planting material is mainly
owned by women.

»+Cassava planting material is sometimes FUTURE RESEARCH
referred to as a men’s property.

Constraints in Smallholder Farming Including = . address a need to understand how the patriarchal system affects sweetpotato

s Large household size (more mouth to feed), reduces the chances for women to sell

sweetpotatoes. | YRS Sweetpotato Production planting material conservation strategies.
Figure 7: Sweetpotato varieties grown by farmers.**Drought or scarce and unreliable rainfall.
s Sweetpotato is mainly sold at the village market (65%) and farm gate (28%). . _ . _ _ s Investigate land ownership and distribution within a household, man and a
*.*GrOW|_ng sweetpotato: farmers grow sweet «+ Lack of Labor-savm_g technlques_: La_ck of woman in relation to sweetpotato production.
potato in ridges and plant sweetpotato at the labor and or labor saving technologies. i.e. the use
Sweetpotato Farmers Opportunities and Constraints in Accessing and Utilizing start of the rainy season. _ of hoe. “+Investigate social network that enable diffusion and distribution of
Extension Advice o Fer_tl_llzer:_ Farmers do not use c_;hemlcal *toMa}Ie dominated cultqre: after_harvestlng rice, sweetpotato planting material within a community and between communities
< Of the 29 farmers only 8 had received any agricultural extension advice or fertilizers in their sweetpotato fields. maize, male farmers will let their cows graze
participated in events or training on the agriculture activities. oto_lntercroppingi Sweetpotato is often freely in the sweetpotato fields and eat farmers <*Reach out to access farmers willingness to pay to receive extension advice.
<+ Informal farmer to farmer interaction and conversation is an important information Intercropped with other crops e.g. cassava  planting material. However, sweetpotatoes that
channel for these women. Women through informal interactions talk about (34%), maize (32%) and beans (24%). were strategically planted in the cassava field,
different things, including what to grow i.e. local ‘grapevine’. “*Field experiment: Some farmers conducted were left untouched--- a possible precaution ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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